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Engineering & Advanced Manufacturing 

2nd largest sector with 30% of businesses being SMEs* 

68% of businesses are reporting skills gaps* 

7.3k+ businesses with 66% specialists in advanced processes* 
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Construction 

11k construction businesses in West Yorkshire* 

39% of construction businesses in West Yorkshire have hard to fill 

vacancies** 

73K employees in the sector in West Yorkshire*** 
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Health, Life Science & Education 

3.7K vacancies in the NHS in West Yorkshire, almost 6% of the NHS 

workforce in the region* 

162K employees in Health & Social Work in West Yorkshire, 15% of total 

employment in the region** 

40% of vacancies in the NHS are in nursing, midwifery and health 

visiting positions* 
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Creative Industries 

Home to almost 9K businesses employing 48K people* 

Fastest growing creative sector outside London & Scotland* 

The sector is worth £2bn to our regional economy* 
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Business, Professional & Services 

23% expected growth* 

70% reporting skills gaps, 11% hard to fill vacancies* 

332K+ employed in Leeds City region* 
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A Digital College 

400K adults in the region lack foundation digital skills* 

UK’s fastest growing sector, 50k jobs in 8,675 businesses in West 

Yorkshire* 

0.5m workers lack essential workplace digital skills* 
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